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STATE LIBRARY ACQUIRES SCOTT HICKS’ PERSONAL 
COLLECTION OF FILM MEMORABILIA 
Australian Film Director Scott Hicks’ personal collection of film memorabilia, including original film 
scripts, props, running sheets and award submissions will now have a permanent home at the State 
Library of South Australia following a major acquisition. 
 
A facsimile from Hollywood Director Steven Spielberg congratulating Hicks on his Academy award 
nomination for the hit film, Shine and an oil painting portrait of Hicks by famed artist David 
Bromley are among the thousands of items donated to the State Library – making it one of the 
most culturally significant acquisitions for the State Library in recent years.  
 
Selected items from the collection will go on public display at the State Library to coincide with the 
Adelaide Film Festival (AFF) from October 18 – 29 2023 where Hicks will launch two new films. 
 
State Library of South Australia Director Geoff Strempel said: “Scott Hicks’ outstanding film work is 
synonymous with South Australia, and it is only fitting that these culturally significant film items are 
now part of the State Library’s diverse collection. 
 
“As the custodians of South Australian stories, we are delighted that Scott Hicks has entrusted the 
State Library with his personal collection of film memorabilia. 
 
“The Scott Hicks archive is an extraordinary record of the life and work of one of the most 
important Australian filmmakers from the last century and into the 21st century. 
 
“Our team has carefully collected, processed, digitised and preserved hundreds of thousands of 
hours of never-before-seen film, including actors screen tests for roles in Hicks’ films and daily 
rushes in South Australia and abroad that never made the final cut. 
 
“The archival materials will be of immense interest to students of film, cultural historians and the 
South Australian community, and are now accessible through the Library’s research collection.” 
 
Filmmaker Scott Hicks, whose films The Musical Mind and My Name’s Ben Folds – I Play Piano 
both have their World Premieres at the Adelaide Film Festival, said of the extensive records of his 
career. 



 

 

 

 

 
“I seem to have thrown nothing away!  It’s fascinating to think it may now be useful for future 
filmmakers and others to contemplate and learn from,” he said. 
 
“South Australia is where I got my start in the film industry and remained my home base 
throughout my Hollywood career following the success of Shine.  I’m deeply honoured to see my 
personal archive in the careful hands of the State Library of South Australia. 
 
“I’m extremely grateful to the wonderful team at the State Library who have worked assiduously to 
process and curate this evidence of my filmmaking career. 
 
“From script development to storyboarding, from book to screen, through films, rock clips and 
commercials, I hope the collection can create a portal into the art, the craft and the sheer heavy 
lifting of film making.  It spans the end of the celluloid era into the digital domain of the present.  I 
do hope a new generation of filmmakers can find inspiration in it, or simply fascination at the 
processes of a pre-digital generation.” 
 
Key statistics about the Scott Hicks collection, include: 
 

- Estimated 250 hours of footage on VHS, betacam and cassettes, including never-before-
seen footage of casting, trailers, daily rushes and edits 

- More than 2,700 photographs, storyboards, movie posters and movie artwork 
- More than 1,000 items related to film correspondence, draft scripts, cast and crew 

schedules 
- Over 1,500 hours spent processing, preserving and digitising the collection 
- The entire collection takes up 36 metres of shelf space  

 
Selected items from the Scott Hicks collection will be on display in the foyer of the State Library of 
South Australia from Wednesday October 18 until Sunday October 30, 2023. 
 
For more information, please visit www.catalog.slsa.sa.gov.au/record=b3179974~S1  
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